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SUBJECT: SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINE REQUEST FOR LOCKHEED L-100 
TRANSPORTS 

REFS: A) STATE 246415 (NOTAL), B) DAMASCUS 5508, 

C) DAMASCUS 5939, D) DAMASCUS 233 

1 . STIPULATIONS ON LICENSE APPROVAL (PARA 2 REF A) MAY 
CAUSE US TROUBLE UNLESS CERTAIN INFORMATION GETS ON THE 
RECORD. THERE ARE NUMEROUS SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES (SAA) 
EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE BEEN SECONDED FROM SYRIAN AIR FORCE 
(SAF). THIS IS NORMAL PROCEDURE WHEREBY SAF REWARDS 
PARTICULARLY COMPETENT PERSONNEL BY TWO-THREE YEAR TOUR 
IN HIGHER-PAYING SAA JOBS WHILE SAA BENEFITS FROM 
AVAILABILITY SKILLED EMPLOYEES TO MAKE UP FOR DRAIN OF 
ITS BEST TECHNICIANS TO THE ARABIAN PENINSULA. FURTHER, IN 
RECENT SHAKEUP SAA MANAGEMENT (REF C) SEVERAL KEY DIRECTORS 
WERE REPLACED BY SAF PERSONNEL. PARTICULARLY RELEVANT IN 
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L-100 CASE IS THAT SAA TECHNICAL DIRECTOR IS COL. WALID 
SHA'ABAN, ON LWOP FROM SAF FOR THREE YEAR TOUR (AND NORTH- 
WESTERN U. GRADUATE). NONETHELESS, THIS IS A LEGITIMATE 
AND LONG-TERM SAA PRACTICE AND CANNOT UNDER ANY CIRCUM- 
STANCES BE CONSIDERED A SUBTERFUGE CONNECTED WITH THE 
L-100 TRANSACTION. 
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2. FURTHER EVIDENCE OF SAA BONAFIDES: 

- (A) ELECTRONICS: LOCKHEED REP STATES SAA HAS 
FORMALLY REQUESTED THAT ELECTRONICS IN L-100'S BE IDENTICAL 
TO THOSE SUPPLIED IN BOEING 727 ALREADY IN INVENTORY: AND 

- (B) FINANCING: REF D SHOULD RESOLVE ANY ISSUE AS 
AS TO WHETHER SAA IN FACT CAPABLE OF FINANCING L-100 
PURCHASE FRON OWN RESOURCES: AIRLINE REMAINS HIGHLY 
LIQUID. 

3. NOTE REF A SENT BEIRUT BUT NOT ROME. RCAA IN ROME 
SHOULD BE ON DISTRIBUTION FOR ALL THESE MESSAGES. 
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